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PPAT® Assessment Alignment with Praxis® Test Specifications for
Special Education: Core Knowledge and Application

PPAT® assessment Tasks 2 through 4 all require candidates to provide evidence of content knowledge
both in their teaching practices as well as in the assessment of student learning.

While all of the prompts for each task do not prescribe the specific content that must be included, they
do draw upon a broad spectrum of content knowledge relevant to an individual candidate’s particular
area. Candidate responses, which include content, are scored by trained raters who have expertise in
the same content area.

Given that PPAT assessment tasks are limited to the content teacher candidates are allowed or
instructed to deliver in their assigned clinical experience classrooms, the PPAT assessment does not
cover the full breadth and depth of a content discipline. However, successful completion of the PPAT
assessment does require that candidates demonstrate the ability to accurately and effectively teach the
content that they choose or are given, and also requires raters to evaluate whether the instructional
delivery of content is accurate and effective.

The PPAT assessment emphasizes that the appropriateness and relevance of content selected by
candidates in the completion of the assessment in the area of Special Education may include, but is not
limited to, the following categories.
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PPAT® Assessment Task 1: Knowledge of Students and the

Task 1 Steps

Step 1

Factors, Resources, and Protocols
Candidates’ ability to identify and reflect
on a variety of factors and resources that
can be used to communicate and cultivate
partnerships with students and the
community

Learning Environment

Praxis® Test Specifications

V. Foundations and Professional Responsibilities

A. Federal definitions

B. Federal requirements for the pre-referral, referral, and identification
C. Federal safeguards of the rights of stakeholders

D. Components of a legally defensible individualized education program
E. Major legislation

F. Roles and responsibilities of the special education teacher

G. Roles and responsibilities of other professionals who deliver special
education services

H. Communication with stakeholders

J. Potential bias issues that may impact teaching and interacting with
students and their families

Step 2

Knowledge of Students

Candidates’ ability to cultivate
relationships with your students (e.g.,
through the co-creation of rigorous,
relevant learning opportunities) and
acquire increasing in-depth knowledge
about each students’ academic and
nonacademic strengths, skills,
competencies, and interests.

|. Development and Characteristics of Learners
D. Impact of disabilities on individuals, families, and society across the life
span
E. Impact of language, cultural, and gender differences on the
identification process

F. Co-occurring conditions

G. How family systems contribute to the development of individuals with
disabilities

H. Environmental and societal influences on student development and
achievement

1. Instruction
A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

B. Instructional strategies for ensuring individual academic success in one-
to-one, small group, and large group settings

C. Instructional strategies that facilitate maintenance and generalization of
concepts

V. Foundations and Professional Responsibilities
H. Communication with stakeholders

J. Potential bias issues that may impact teaching and interacting with
students and their families
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PPAT® Assessment Task 2: Assessment and Data Collection to
Measure and Inform Student Learning

Task 2 Steps

Step 1
Planning the Assessment

Candidates’ ability to plan an assessment
that uses appropriate assessment tools to

meet student needs and the learning
goal(s)

Praxis® Test Specifications

Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans
C. Learning objectives that are measurable and appropriately challenging
E. Organizing the learning environment

H. Design and maintenance of a safe and supportive classroom
environment that promotes student achievement

Instruction

A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

B. Instructional strategies for ensuring individual academic success in one-
to-one, small group, and large group settings

F. Options for assistive technology

IV. Assessment

A. Evidence-based assessments that are effective and appropriate
B. Define and use various assessments
C. Interpret assessment results

D. Understand and use the results of assessments

Step 2

Administering the Assessment and
Analyzing the Data

Candidates’ ability to administer their
assessment and to collect, record, and
analyze the data

V.

Instruction
B. Instructional strategies for ensuring individual academic success in one-
to-one, small group, and large group settings

Assessment
A. Evidence-based assessments that are effective and appropriate

B. Define and use various assessments
C. Interpret assessment results

D. Understand and use the results of assessments

Step 3

Reflecting

Candidates’ ability to reflect on their
assessment by providing evidence of
student learning that resulted from the
administered assessment plan

Candidates’ ability to reflect on the data-
based decisions that occurred through data

analysis

Instruction

A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

B. Instructional strategies for ensuring individual academic success in one-
to-one, small group, and large group settings

. Assessment

A. Evidence-based assessments that are effective and appropriate
B. Define and use various assessments
C. Interpret assessment results

D. Understand and use the results of assessments
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PPAT® Assessment Task 3: Designing Instruction for Student Learning

Task 3 Steps

Step 1

Planning the Lesson

Candidates’ ability to plan an effective
lesson that facilitates student learning

Praxis® Test Specifications

|. Development and Characteristics of Learners
A. Human development and behavior

B. Theoretical approaches to student learning and motivation

C. Basic characteristics and defining factors for each of the major disability
categories

Il. Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans

C. Learning objectives that are measurable and appropriately challenging
D. Means of providing access to the curriculum

E. Organizing the learning environment

F. Understand how to manage student behavior

H. Design and maintenance of a safe and supportive classroom
environment that promotes student achievement

IIl. Instruction
A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

B. Instructional strategies for ensuring individual academic success in one-
to-one, small group, and large group settings

C. Instructional strategies that facilitate maintenance and generalization of
concepts

D. Selection and implementation of research-based interventions for
individual students

E. Selection and implementation of supplementary and/or functional
curriculum

F. Options for assistive technology
G. Instructional strategies/techniques that support transition goals

H. Preventive strategies and intervention strategies for at-risk learners

Step 2

The Focus Students

Candidates’ ability to differentiate
instruction for individual students

Il. Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans
C. Learning objectives that are measurable and appropriately challenging

IV. Assessment
A. Evidence-based assessments that are effective and appropriate

B. Define and use various assessments
C. Interpret assessment results

D. Understand and use the results of assessments

Step 3

Analyzing the Instruction

Candidates’ ability to analyze their lesson
plan and evidence of student learning

Il. Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans

C. Learning objectives that are measurable and appropriately challenging
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Task 3 Steps

Praxis® Test Specifications
D. Means of providing access to the curriculum
E. Organizing the learning environment
F. Understand how to manage student behavior

H. Design and maintenance of a safe and supportive classroom
environment that promotes student achievement

Il. Instruction
A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

B. Instructional strategies for ensuring individual academic success in one-
to-one, small group, and large group settings

C. Instructional strategies that facilitate maintenance and generalization of
concepts

D. Selection and implementation of research-based interventions for
individual students

E. Selection and implementation of supplementary and/or functional
curriculum

F. Options for assistive technology
G. Instructional strategies/techniques that support transition goals

H. Preventive strategies and intervention strategies for at-risk learners

Step 4

Reflecting

Candidates’ ability to reflect on the
strengths of their lesson plan as well as on
the components of the lesson that are in
need of improvement

1. Instruction
A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

Il. Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans

IV. Assessment
A. Evidence-based assessments that are effective and appropriate

C. Interpret assessment results

D. Understand and use the results of assessments
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PPAT® Assessment Task 4: Implementing and Analyzing Instruction to
Promote Student Learning

Task 4 Steps

Step 1

Planning

Candidates’ ability to plan an effective
lesson that facilitates student learning

Praxis® Test Specifications

Il. Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans

C. Learning objectives that are measurable and appropriately challenging
D. Means of providing access to the curriculum

E. Organizing the learning environment

F. Understand how to manage student behavior

H. Design and maintenance of a safe and supportive classroom
environment that promotes student achievement

Il. Instruction
A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

B. Instructional strategies for ensuring individual academic success in one-
to-one, small group, and large group settings

C. Instructional strategies that facilitate maintenance and generalization of
concepts

IV. Assessment
A. Evidence-based assessments that are effective and appropriate

B. Define and use various assessments
C. Interpret assessment results

D. Understand and use the results of assessments

Step 2

Implementing the Plan

Candidates’ ability to implement the lesson
plan, interact with their students, and
analyze their practice

Il. Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans

C. Learning objectives that are measurable and appropriately challenging
D. Means of providing access to the curriculum

E. Organizing the learning environment

F. Understand how to manage student behavior

G. Theory and practice of effective classroom management

H. Design and maintenance of a safe and supportive classroom
environment that promotes student achievement

Il. Instruction
A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

B. Instructional strategies for ensuring individual academic success in one-
to-one, small group, and large group settings

C. Instructional strategies that facilitate maintenance and generalization of
concepts

D. Selection and implementation of research-based interventions for
individual students
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Task 4 Steps

Praxis® Test Specifications

E. Selection and implementation of supplementary and/or functional
curriculum

G. Instructional strategies/techniques that support transition goals

H. Preventive strategies and intervention strategies for at-risk learners

Step 3

Understanding the Two Focus Students
Candidates’ ability to provide evidence of
student learning resulting from the
implemented lesson

Il. Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans
C. Learning objectives that are measurable and appropriately challenging

IV. Assessment
A. Evidence-based assessments that are effective and appropriate

B. Define and use various assessments
C. Interpret assessment results

D. Understand and use the results of assessments

Step 4

Reflecting

Candidates’ ability to reflect on the
effectiveness of their lesson for the entire
class

Il. Planning and the Learning Environment
A. Characteristics of good lesson plans

B. Basic elements of effective lesson plans
C. Learning objectives that are measurable and appropriately challenging

I11. Instruction
A. Instructional strategies/techniques that are appropriate, considering
students’ ages and abilities

IV. Assessment
A. Evidence-based assessments that are effective and appropriate

C. Interpret assessment results

D. Understand and use the results of assessments

Copyright © 2020 by Educational Testing Service. All rights reserved. ETS, the ETS logo, MEASURING THE POWER OF LEARNING, PPAT, and
PRAXIS are registered trademarks of Educational Testing Service (ETS).



	PPAT® Assessment
	PPAT® Assessment
	Alignment with Praxis® Test Specifications for Special Education: Core Knowledge and Application
	Alignment with Praxis® Test Specifications for Special Education: Core Knowledge and Application
	PPAT® Assessment Alignment with Praxis® Test Specifications for Special Education: Core Knowledge and Application
	PPAT® Assessment Alignment with Praxis® Test Specifications for Special Education: Core Knowledge and Application
	PPAT® Assessment Task 1: Knowledge of Students and the Learning Environment
	PPAT® Assessment Task 1: Knowledge of Students and the Learning Environment
	PPAT® Assessment Task 2: Assessment and Data Collection to Measure and Inform Student Learning
	PPAT® Assessment Task 2: Assessment and Data Collection to Measure and Inform Student Learning
	PPAT® Assessment Task 3: Designing Instruction for Student Learning
	PPAT® Assessment Task 3: Designing Instruction for Student Learning
	PPAT® Assessment Task 4: Implementing and Analyzing Instruction to Promote Student Learning
	PPAT® Assessment Task 4: Implementing and Analyzing Instruction to Promote Student Learning






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		ppat-aligned-with-praxis-special-ed-test-spec.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

